Skalla-Grimur Kveld-Ulfsson

Skalla-Grimur Kveld-Ulfsson was a Norwegian settler who came to Iceland in the beginning of the tenth century. He was born in the year 863 and was brought up on his parents', Kveld-Ulfur and Salbjoerg's, farm in Firdafylki in Norway. Skalla-Grimur had one brother, Thorolfur, who was approximately 5 years older. 

Skalla-Grimur was an ugly darkish man but he was a great berserk and a poet. His real name was Grimur but when he was about 25 years old he had become quite bold and therefore he got his nickname. ("Skalli" means bold head.) Most of us recognize him by the name Skalla-Grimur. Skalla-Grimur was prescient and could foresee events. 

Skalla-Grimur lived in Norway until he was about 30 years old but then he fled to Iceland with his father. They fled from Norway because they had killed the king's men to get revenge for Thorolfur's death. Skalla-Grimur and his wife, Bera Yngvarsdottir, who he married in Norway, settled down at Borg a Myrar in 891. There Kveld-Ulfur's coffin drifted ashore. Kveld-Ulfur had died on the way to Iceland and his coffin was thrown over-board. Before he died he ordered that Skalla-Grimur should settle down where his coffin would drift ashore. 

They had two sons, Thorolfur (born 900) and Egill (born 910) but in between they had two daughters, Saeunn and Thorunn. 

Skalla-Grimur was an energetic man and established a big farm at Borg and he had a lot of men there all the time. He was a great blacksmith and a ship-builder and he ordered his workers to row to the islands and collect eggs, kill seals, whales etc. 

Egill Skalla-Grimsson

Egill Skalla-Grimsson was the son of Skalla-Grimur Kveld-Ulfsson and Bera Yngvarsdottir. They had four children, Thorolfur, two daughters and Egill. Thorolfur was born in the year 900 and Egill in 910. When Egill was a small child it was obvious that he would grow up to be like his father, i.e. become very ugly, with black hair, dark skin and become very strong and a great fighter. His brother Thorolfur was quite the opposite of Egill, i.e. very handsome and popular. Egill was envious of his brother from childhood. 

When Egill was 17 years old he went abroad with his brother, Thorolfur, after having threatened and thus persuaded his brother to take him with him. Egill and Thorolfur later became very close friends in their viking-voyages and were very fond of each other. Egill was overwhelmed with sorrow when Thorolfur died in a battle where they both fought for king Adalsteinn of England against Olafur king of Scots. 

Egill's Youth 

When Egill was born, in 910, it was immediately obvious that he would grow up to be extremely ugly, very stong and very much alike his father. Egill was a witty child and talked a lot. He was very bad-tempered and couldn't stand to loose. We will now give some examples of this: 

The parents of the other kids taught their children always to see to it that they were beaten by Egill in games so that he wouldn't get crazy. 

Early it was clear that Egill wasn't nice when he got drunk. He used to get drunk from early age, at least his father said that Egill was naughty when sober but untolerable when drunk. Egill was three years old when his father said this! 

When Egill was three years old he made his first poem. 

An example of Egil's temper is when he killed his play-mate, Grimur Heggsson, after having lost against Grimur in a play. Egill was almost seven years old then. At eleven he killed his father's favourite workman as a revenge after his father had killed Thordur, Egil's best friend. In order to get to Norway with his brother Thorolfur he cut the ropes of Thorolfur's ship when the weather was very bad and the ship was almost wrecked. After that Thorolfur let Egill come with him to Norway. Egill was then 15 years old. When Egill came to Norway he got a bit more quiet and learnt to control his temper. 

Egill three years old at a party with his grandfather (very drunk!)

Thorolfur Skalla-Grimsson

Thorolfur was the most handsome man at his time, the best in everything he did and very popular wherever he went. 

He and Egill, his brother, were very different, for instance Egill was ugly and not at all popular. Still they got along pretty well and became good friends. They went to viking voyages together and fought be each other's side, together they were unbeatable. 

When Thorolfur was killed it was partly because Egill wasn't by his side. Egill and Thorolfur fought in Adalsteinn king of England's army against Scots and Adalsteinn wanted Egill to be in charge of one regiment and Thorolfur in charge of another regiment. Egill didn't want that but of course they had to obey the king's order. In the battle Egill suddenly noticed that the banner of Thorolfur's regiment moved backwards. Then he knew that his brother was dead (because Thorolfur never retreated) and run torwards Thorolfur's regiment and killed everybody in his way. Then he killed as many Scots as he could. Egill got very sad because of Thorolfur's death. 

Asgerdur 

Asgerdur was born the same year as Egill Skalla-Grimsson, i.e. 910. She grew up at Borg a Myrar with Egill and Thorolfur. 

When she was grown up she was very pretty, clever and well educated. 

When Asgerdur was five years old her parents, Bjoern Brynjolfsson and Thora Hroaldsdottir moved to Norway but left Asgerdur with Skalla-Grimur and Bera. She lived at Borg until she was 17 years old. Then she went to Norway with Thorolfur and Egill, to meet her parents. Eight years later she married Thorolfur. They were married for only two years, then Thorolfur was killed in a battle in England. Egill then asked Asgerdur to marry him and they got married and moved to Iceland. Both of them had then stayed 12 years abroad. 

Asgerdur's parents - Bjoern and Thora

Once upon a time Bjoern Brynjolfsson was in a party and saw a beautiful woman. He immediately fell in love with her and asked her brother to marry her to him. Her brother, Thorir, said no. Then Bjoern decided to steal her and bring her to his house. Bjoern's father got very angry when Bjoern appeared with Thora at their house and he guarded Thora night and day - said to Bjoern that he was to regard her as his sister! Bjoern stole Thora again and took her on his ship to the Shetland Isles. There they got married, without permission from Thora's relatives. Thora's brother complained for this to the king and the king of Norway announced that Bjoern was an outlaw. Bjoern and Thora sailed to Iceland. They stayed with Skalla-Grimur at Borg and had a daughter, Asgerdur, in 910. 
A few years later Thorolfur Skalla-Grimsson went with Bjoern and Thora to Norway and they reached an agreement with Thora's brother. The agreement was that Bjoern and Thora's marriage was legal. But it was not certain if Asgerdur had the right to inherit her parents or not since at the time she was born her parents' marriage wasn't legal. 

How Egill got along with other people 

From young age Egill was very clumsy in dealing with other people because he was so hot-tempered and violent. He didn't hesitate to kill those who he didn't get along with. Because of this Egill had few friends, actually he only had two real friends in his whole life. One of his friend was killed by Skalla-Grimur, Egill's father, but the other, whose name was Arinbjoern, keeps on being Egill's friend throughout the story. 

Egill's relationship with his family was rather unusual. His mother praised all his doings. When he had killed his first man, only six years old, his mother said that he was an energetic boy and he would certainly become a brave viking when he'd grown up! 

Egill's father didn't share these opinions of his wife and tried to raise Egill properly but then Egill got stubborn and didn't utter a word to his father for a whole year. 

Egill and Thorolfur, his brother, were good friends but I think that Thorolfur was a bit afraid of Egill because Thorolfur always did what Egill wanted and never did anything against Egill's will. 

Not much is told about Egill's relationship with women. I think it's because Egill was not the kind of "soft", handsome guy that women would like. But once in the saga there's a story about a party where Egill got to know a beautiful daughter of an earl and their relationship at this party seemed be to excellent. 

