Egil's saga

Egil's saga begins in Norway around 850 and the main events take part in Norway and in Iceland. 

The saga tells about Egill Skalla-Grimsson and his relatives to the year 1000. It starts long before the birth of Egill and the first 30 chapters tell about the dispute of Egill's father and grandfather and the king of Norway. This dispute evenutally caused Egill's grandfather and Egill's father to move to Iceland with their faimilies. 

Egill was born at Borg in Borgarfjoerdur 910. The saga tells about events in his youth. Then it tells about the viking voyages of Egill and Thorolfur, Egill's brother. Those voyages were often pretty dramatic. Egill lived to an old age and died 990. The saga then tells a bit about his descendants. 

In Egill's saga you can read the poems of Egill and those poems are believed to originate from the Viking age and to be genually Egill's work. The saga is believed to have been written by Snorri Sturluson 

Characters in Egils saga

Persons in the first half of Egils saga (chapter 1 - 30).

Harald the king of Norway: Harald had beautiful hair. He was at time fighting for power in Norway. He was very frightened of that everyone was betraying him. 

The sons of Hildiridur: Harekur and Hraerekur were Thorolfur's prime enemies after he had refused them of an inheritance from their father. They were a kind of nerds but they succeded to turn things against Thorolfur with false proof for his case. 

Kveld-Ulfur: He was the son of Bjalfi. He was married to Salbjoerg and had two sons, Thorolfur and Skalla-Grimur. Kveld-Ulfur was a berserk, rather ugly, a good farmer, a poet and he was prescient (he could foresee events). 

Thorolfur Kveld-Ulfsson: He was not like his brother. Thorolfur was great, became a very good man and very popular. He became rich quickly and got a good position of power at the king. 

Skalla-Grimur Kveld-Ulfsson: Her was the son of Kveld-Ulfur and the brother of Thorolfur. Skalla-Grimur was very ugly but a good farmer, a great poet, a good blacksmith and a berserk. He was clairvoyant like his father. In most things he resembled his father but was not at all handsome as his brother. 



Persons in the second half of Egil's saga:

Egill Skalla-Grimsson
Thorolfur Skalla-Grimsson
Asgerdur Bjarnardottir
1. Issue

Agust 22. 860

Does Bjoergolfur suffer from mid- life crises?

It has been heard that Bjoergolfur has forced Hoegni to marry his daughter, Hildiridur, to him. As many of you may know, Bjoergolfur's wife is dead and Hildiridur is much younger than Bjoergolfur. She could even be his grand-daughter! It has also been heard that there will be no engagement and they will be married right awasy. Obviously, Bjoergolfur doesn't want to wait till he gets Hildiridur in a strictly legal marriage. Has he got the men's menopause? 

August 14. 885

Bardur Brynjolfsson is dying

An anonymous source has told us that Bardur is dying after the fight in Rogaland with the king. He got badly wounded and it doesn't seem like he is going to recover from his wounds. It seems that Bardur is going to bequeath Thorolfur Kveld-Ulfsson his farm and family but as many of you may know they are good friends and very close to each other. 

September 14. 886

Thorolfur seeking for power

Rumours say that Thorolfur Kveld-Ulfsson has tried to kill king Haraldur in a party which he held this summer. Thorolfur had gathered 500 men and they were 200 more than the king's men. They party was held in Thorolfur's barn but not in his own house, like he used to. The rumours say that Thorolfur was going to burn the king inside but he was unwilling to burn his house. Nothing happened because the king's men stayed armed all the time. Thorolfur tried very hard to find a way out of this and in the end he decided to wait for a better chance and gave his ship to the king to keep him happy. 

May 19. 888

Hildiridur's sons betrade the king

Like many people know, king Haraldur has given the farm Torgar to Hildiridur's sons (their father once owned Torgar) and they have also become tax-collectors at Finnmoerk. Before them Thorolfur Kveld-Ulfsson was the king's tax-collector at Finnmoerk. Hildiridur's sons probably lied about Thorolfur to get their inheritance from their father because Thorolfur didn't want to give them any land or money. A few days ago we heard that Hildiridur's sons had brought much less tax from Finnmoerk than Thorolfur h ad used to bring. They apologized by lying about Thorolfur. It's obvious that Hildiridur's sons do not like Thorolfur and they are going to deceive the king by taking his tax and benefit by it. 

July 10. 891

The escape from the country

Skalla-Grimur and Kveld-Ulfur have now moved to Iceland. They couldn't go without revenging Thorolfur, so they attacked a ship from the king and killed almost all the crew and passengers. They sure went berserk on the ship and people say that the battle-ground looked like a bomb had exploded there. They aren't the kindest people in the world because they murdered one ten and one twelve year old boy who were Guttormur's sons. (Guttormur was the foster-father of king Haraldur.) On the way to Iceland Kveld-Ulfur died because he was so tired after having gone berserk. Nothing has been heard from Skalla-Grimur, since he left Norway.

2. Issue

October 23. 891

A farm has been built at Borg

Skalla-Grimur and Bera have now built a farm in Borgarfjoerdur and named the farm Borg. They've two sons, Thorolfur and Egill. Skalla-Grimur has also built a smithy where he makes iron-items out of morass ore. Skalla-Grimur and Bera are doing pretty well at the moment. 

November 18. 917 

A seven years old viking!

Egill Skalla-Grimsson has now killed a man for the first time. Egill's mother praised him for the killing and said that he would later become a great viking. Egill is almost seven years old now. This happened when some kids were playing at Hvitarvellir. Egill was to play against Grimur Heggsson and Grimur was better in the play. Then Egill got angry and got himself an axe and killed Grimur. 

September 14. 935

Skalla Grimur's son gets married

Thorolfur Skalla-Grimsson and Asgerdur Bjarnadottir got married the other day. There was a big party which lots of people attended. The greatest chieftains in Norway came there along with common people. Thorolfur and Asgerdur are very happy and people share their enjoyment. Egill Skalla-Grimsson was not at the party because he wasn't feeling well. He said that he was ill but some people say that he was unhappy because Asgerdur was married to Thorolfur. 

May 7. 936

Trying to get a revenge.

Queen Gunnhildur has now talked her brothers into revenging Bardur but Egill killed Bardur at a pagan ceremony at Atley. Gunnhildur disliked Egill before he killed Bardur but after the killing she hates Egill and all his relatives. Gunnhildur's brothers tried to kill Thorolfur or Egill but didn't succeed. Instead they killed one of Thorolfur's favitourie mates. Eyvindur, Gunnhildur's brother, is now an outlaw because the killing took place where weapons were forbidden. It was a shame to kill an unarmed person, like Eyvindur did. 

August 4. 937

Compensation paid for a brother

Thorolfur Skalla-Grimsson is dead. He was killed in a battle in England where he was serving in king Adalsteinn's army. Egill was full of sorrow when he found out that his brother was dead and Egill went berserk. He killed every enemy he could reach to and therefore he was late to a party that king Adalsteinn gave to celebrate his victory in the battle against the Scots. When Egill finally came to the party he still looked very angry and didn't utter a word but he got happier when king Adalsteinn paid him lots of silver as compensation for Thorolfur. 

